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Did You Know? 
When Yaakov asked the shepherds if 
they knew Lavan, they replied simply, 
“We know him.”  Only after he asked if 
all was well with Lavan did they answer 
that it was, and point out his daughter 
Rachel coming with the sheep. 
While the shepherds likely didn’t know 
Hilchos Lashon Hara, we can learn from 
their behavior.   
Avak Lashon Hara is a statement that is 
not in and of itself lashon hara, but 
leads others to speak lashon hara. Even 
praising a person in front of someone 
who doesn’t like him or her is avak 
lashon hara in that it tempts the rival to 
disagree with the praise.   
As Lavan likely had many enemies, they 
were wise not to say nice things about 
him until they knew whether Yaakov was 
a friend or foe. 
Further, it is a violation of Rechilus to 
incite ill will by mentioning a sore 
subject or reminding someone of an old 
dispute, which could revive bad feelings.  
Therefore, one must be careful to avoid 
mentioning or praising someone in front 
of someone who dislikes them as this 
can awaken feelings of hostility. 

Thoughts of the week: 
You'll see it when you 
believe it. 
None is more blind than he 
who refuses to see. 

Spread The Word! 
Distribute Migdal Ohr in YOUR shul! 

Get it in PDF, just e-mail 
info@jewishspeechwriter.com 
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PEOPLE HATE 
SPEECHES 

That are boring 
and meaningless. 

Don’t make that 
mistake. 
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Help spread the Migdal Ohr 
around the world. 

f you or someone you know would 
ppreciate receiving this publication 
ach week via e-mail simply send an

e-mail to 
nfo@jewishspeechwriter.com with 

“subscribe” in the subject.
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