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8:04    -           TWRN TQLDH 
8:22   -                                   HEYQw 
8:34   -                            A‰M w‰QZ 
9:10    -                          A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:24   -               HLYPT IMZ FWS 
8:13   -                                   HEYQw 
9:05    -                 OYBKWKH TAC 
9: 35   -                                    72TAC 
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Did You Know? 
In Kabbala, the right side is associated 
with the attribute of Chesed, and the left 
side represents Gevura.  This is why 
Chasidim button their jackets left over 
right, so that the Chesed should 
overpower the Gevura.  In Halacha, we 
often find that things should be done with 
the right hand instead of the left.   
What does a lefty do?   
The general rule is that when the right 
hand is used because it is the stronger 
hand or to signify the importance to an 
act, a lefty would use his left hand.  Some 
examples would be holding a cup for 
Kiddush, which would be done with the 
left hand, and if he were a sofer, he would 
write the Sefer Torah or mezuza with his 
left hand.  For things which are based on 
Kabbala, the lefty would use his right 
hand as others do. For example, when 
washing netilas yadaim, we fill the cup 
with our right hand, pass it to the left, 
and wash the right first.  Both righties 
and lefties would follow this practice.  At 
Tachanun, when not wearing Tefillin, both 
fall on the left arm, and Kohanim would 
raise their right hand slightly higher 
during Birchas Kohanim, even if they were 
left-handed. Tefillin are a different story, 
because the word ‘yadecha’ is spelled 
with a ‘hei’ and can be pronounced ‘yad 
kai’ha,’ the weaker hand.  Thus, lefties 
wear the Shel Yad on their right arms. 

Thought of the week: 
A wise man rebukes and 
forgives; a fool is too timid 
to rebuke and too petty to 
forgive. 

Spread the word! Distribute 
Migdal Ohr in YOUR shul! 
Get it in PDF, just e-mail 

info@jewishspeechwriter.com 
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W:U RBDMB) „AWHH OWYB IRHA YNPLW HwM YNPL WBRQYW ...ODA wPNL OYAMU WYH RwA OYwNA YHYW‰ 
re were men who were impure and not able to perform the Pesach-offering on 
t day, and they drew near before Moshe and before Aharon, on that day. 
n the people who had become tamei realized that they could not offer the korban Pesach, 
 came to ask Moshe and Aharon for an explanation.  “Why should we be worse than 
rs,” they asked, “because we have been involved in caring for the dead?”  These people 

e involved with burial of someone who had no one else to bury him, or were carrying the 
es of Yoseph, according to various opinions.  Presumably, since they were impure because 
 had been fulfilling a mitzvah, they felt it would be unfair to penalize them. 
 posuk tells us they appeared to Moshe and Aharon.  Rashi explains that this was when 
 were both sitting in the Bais HaMidrash together and not one after the other, for if Moshe 

not know, how could Aharon have known? 
 wording of the posuk implies that it was more than coincidence that Moshe and Aharon 
e together at the time of this visit because it says they appeared “before Moshe” and “before 
ron.”  This would imply that to them, Aharon’s presence was just as important as Moshe’s. 
aps the reason they approached at this time was because they were afraid that Moshe’s 

t judgment would lead him to tell them, “sorry, a tamei may not bring the Pesach, no matter 
 good a reason he had to become impure.”  They felt that Aharon’s compassion for others 
ht help temper that reaction, and so they approached when he was there as well. 
restingly, as Rashi describes the scene, we can learn a deeper lesson.  He says that Moshe 
 Aharon were “sitting in the Bais HaMidrash.”  Chazal tell us that when two people are 
ning together, the teacher shall sit to the right of the student, as a display of his honor.  In 
 case, when the impure men stood facing the great leaders, Moshe was to their left and 
ron was to their right.   
 reminds us of the words of Chazal, “Always let the left hand push away but the right hand 
 close” (Sotah 47b). Moshe, on their left, symbolized gevura, strength, while Aharon, on their 

t, stood for chesed, kindness. In the end, these people were given a second chance to bring 
korban Pesach, and achieved their aims. From this scenario, we learn a great lesson. 
ou want people to listen to what you have to say, you must not be too harsh in your 
ment, nor too inclined to stand on principal when there is opportunity to be flexible.  At the 
e time, you may not give in simply to avoid a confrontation, or your opinion will lack force.  
er, you must temper your response with kindness and then the listener will be able to 
pt it.  Even if you have to give an answer they do not like, it can be done with compassion, 

 then it will be more easily accepted. 
Chofetz Chaim heard that a bochur was caught smoking on Shabbos and asked to speak to him.  The 
was afraid of what the Chofetz Chaim would say to him, and he was prepared for a lengthy rebuke 
 a lot of angry yelling.  Nobody heard what the Chofetz Chaim said to him, but that boy was never 
hallel Shabbos again. 
rs later, he revealed what took place.  “I was prepared to be yelled at, but that didn’t happen.  Instead, 

hofetz Chaim sat me next to him at his table.  He grasped my hands in his and held them firmly and 
 one word, “Shabbos.”  He repeated that word again and again as tears began streaming down his 
. ‘Shabbos!’ he sighed, ‘Shabbos.’” 
 I tried to remove my hands I would not have been able to for I felt paralyzed.  One of his holy tears 
nto my hand and I could feel the searing heat of the tzaddik’s concern for me and the Holy Shabbos.” 
nt-mindedly rubbing his hand, the man continued, “I can still feel the burning of that tear on my hand.  
s at that moment I vowed never again to hurt this tzaddik by desecrating the Shabbos.  It is too holy, 
apparently, the sage of Radin felt that I was too holy as well.” 
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